The following two land conveyances involve Rebecca, an unmarried Black woman, purchasing a little 
over 4 acres of land from William and Mary Baker, on 30 SEP 1797, and then conveying the said land on 
1 APR 1801 to John Howard. The land conveyed was in Coventry Township, Chester County, 
Pennsylvania. Punctuation was not used in early documents, so I added commas or apostrophes for easier 
reading. I suspect that Rebecca may have been formerly enslaved by a wealthy woman in town named 
Rebecca Grace, though I do not know that for certain. I came across these deeds by accident while 
looking up something for someone else. I found these deeds to be of significant historical importance, as 
this may be the earliest known land purchase by a Black female in all of Pennsylvania, and if it isn’t the 
earliest, it may be one of the earliest. 

Transcribed by: Carla Welsh 


INDENTURE #1: 


William Baker et ux 
Negro Rebecca 


This Indenture made the 30th day of September, in the year of our Lord, 1797, Between William Baker of 
Coventry Township, Chester County, in the state of Pennsylvania, Mason, and Mary, his wife, of the one 
part, and Negro Rebecca of the same Township, Spinster, of the other part. Witnesseth that the said 
William Baker and Mary his wife for and in consideration of the sum of 27 pounds lawful money of 
Pennsylvania to them in hand well and truly paid and a promissory Note given for the sum of 5 pounds 1 
shilling and 3 pence payable in one year after the date hereof by the said Rebecca his [her] heirs and 
Assigns a tract or piece of land in the said Township of Coventry. Beginning at a black oak in the line of 
Christian Benner’s thence by said Benner’s land North 40 degrees East 45 perches to a heap of stones by 
arun thence along said Run and by other land of Baker’s South 47 and a quarter degrees East 10 perches 
and six tenths of a perch to a Birch thence near said run by Baker’s land south 59 and a half degrees west 
35 perches and three tenths of a perch to a heap of stones by a fence thence by land aforesaid North 63 
degrees and three quarters of a Degree west 13 perches and three tenths of a perche to the place of 
Beginning containing 4 acres 3 Rods and 16 perches of land be the same more or less and lying part of a 
tract of 42 acres and three quarters of an acre of land which Eli Evans and Elizabeth his wife did by their 
Indenture dated the 8th day of April AD 1797 granted and convey to the said William baker in fee. 
Together with all and Singular the Improvements ways woods water watercourses rights privileges 
hereditaments and appurtenances whatsoever thereunto belonging or in any wise appertaining and the 
Reversions remainders rents issues and profits thereof and have and to hold the said 4 acres 3 roods and 
16 perches of land above and escribed hereditatenances unto the said Rebecca her heirs and Assigns to the 
only proper use and behoof of her Executors and Administrators doth covenant and agree to and with the 
said Rebecca her heirs and Assigns forever And the said William Baker for himself his heirs Executors 
and Administrators doth covenant and agree to and with the said Rebecca her heirs and hereditaments and 
premises hereby granted or intended to be granted with the appertenands unto the said Rebecca her heirs 
and Assigns against him the said William Baker and his heirs and against all and every other person or 
persons whomsoever lawfully claiming or to claim by from or under him them or any of them shall and 
will warrant and forever defend by these presents. In witness whereof the said William Baker and Mary 
his wife have hereunto set their hands and Seals the day and year first above written. 

Signed: William Baker “his mark X” 


Signed: Mary Baker “her mark X” 

Sealed and delivered in the presence of Jesse Meredith, Ann Lewis 

Received of the above named Rebecca the above mentioned consideration in full by me William Baker 
Signed: William Baker “his mark X” 

Chester County on the 30th day of Sept. AD 1797 before me the Subscriber one of the Justices of the 
peace for said County come the above named William Baker and Mary his wife and did acknowledge the 
above written Indenture to be their act and Deed and desired the same might be recorded as such the said 
Mary being of full age and apart from her said husband by me examined did say that she knowing the 
contents thereof had voluntarily Signed Sealed and delivered the same. 

Witness my hand and Seal the day and year aforesaid. 

Signed: Thomas Church 

Recorded: Feby. 19th A. Dom 1800 

*Chester County PA Deed Book: S-2, Volume 42, 1798-1801, pages 221-222. 

*This Indenture is scanned to FamilySearch.org; see: DGS #8067020, image 114. 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSFB-13Y1-P 


INDENTURE #2: 
Deed: Negro Rebecca to John Howard 


This Indenture made the Ist day of April, in the year of our Lord, 1801, Between Negro Rebecca, of 
Coventry Township, in the County of Chester, in Pennsylvania, of the one part, and John Howard, of the 
same place, labourer, of the other part. Witnesseth that the said Negro Rebecca for and in consideration of 
the sum of 80 Silver Dollars to her in hand well and truly paid by the said John Howard the receipt 
whereof she doth hereby acknowledge and thereof doth acquit and forever Discharge the said John 
Howard his Executors and Administrators by their presents Hath granted bargained sold released and 
confirmed and by these presents doth grant bargain sell release and confirm unto the said John Howard 
his heirs and Assigns a certain Messuage or Tenement and Lot of ground Situate in the said Township of 
Coventry. Beginning at a black oak in the line of Christian Benner’s land thence by the same North 40 
degrees East 45 perches to stones by a run thence by William Baker’s land South 47 degrees [then more 
measurements listed] ... to the place of Beginning containing 4 acres, three quarters, and 16 perches of 
land Being the same which William Baker and Mary his wife by their Indenture bearing date the 30th day 
of September Anno Domini 1797 did grant and confirm to the said Negro Rebecca in fee...[ followed by 
more similar legal wording]. 

In witness whereof the said Rebecca hath hereunto set her hand and Seal. 

Dated the Day and year first above written. 

Signed: Negro Rebecca “her mark X” 

Sealed and Delivered in the presence of David Hiltes and James Meredith. 

Rec’d of John Howard the above consideration in full. 

Witness my Hand: Negro Rebecca “her mark X” 

Chester County on the 10th day of August AD 1801 Before me the Subscriber one of the Justices of the 
Peace [more legal wording] 

Signed: Jes. Roberts 

Recorded: October 14th AD 1802 


*Chester County PA Deed Book W-2, Volume 45, 1802-1805, pages 181-182. 
*Scanned digitally to FamilySearch.org, see DGS #8067021, images 382-383. 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:309M-CSFB-Y3YM-V 


